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NURSE RECRUITMENT ADVERTISEMENTS 
Grievance 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [9.44 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Health, who is 
misleading the community with statements in advertisements in The West Australian.  An advertisement on 26 
October reads -  

A welcome increase in funds.  Following a recently introduced pay deal, all registered and enrolled 
nurses in Western Australia are now better off. 

This is untrue.  Not all registered and enrolled nurses in Western Australia are better off.  Nurses in the public 
hospital sector may be better off, but nurses working in aged care have not had an improvement in their pay.  
The minister then adds to this misleading statement by stating -  

Free refresher and registration renewal courses are now available to help you make a welcome return to 
your profession.   

This is also misleading, because these courses are not helping nurses return to the profession.  These courses are 
helping nurses to return to the public health sector, to which they will be bonded; they must sign a contract for 
one year.  Before the minister started this advertising campaign, courses were being run for nurses in the aged 
care sector.  Those courses will no longer be run because they were not free courses.  The minister is robbing 
Peter to pay Paul and playing the pea and thimble trick by moving the nurses from here to there.  However, there 
are only so many nurses.   

The minister has failed to address the workloads of nurses in the public hospital sector.  Nurses are not coming 
back into the profession because they know that the workloads are still excessive.  An order was brought down 
earlier this year, but the minister has not yet implemented that order.  He has let down nurses; he is ignoring 
nurses.  If the minister really cared about the workloads of those nurses, he would be doing something to address 
that matter rather than advertising the wonderful things that the Government is supposed to be doing but is really 
not doing.  The minister has not addressed workloads in the public hospital sector.   
The minister has misled the community into believing that wages have been improved and that these refresher 
and renewal courses will help nurses return to the profession.  They will not help nurses return to the profession; 
they will allow nurses to return only to the public health sector with a one-year contract.  The minister’s 
statements are misleading.  The minister has championed that he is improving services at Princess Margaret 
Hospital for Children, so he has shown that he has compassion for our children.  However, what about elderly 
citizens in our community?  The minister is robbing the aged community of nurses.  He is not worried about our 
elderly citizens, otherwise he would not be stealing the nurses who work in this area and he would be giving the 
nurses who are doing these refresher and registration renewal courses the opportunity to work where they would 
like within the profession.  This policy will not help nurses make a welcome return to the profession.  We know 
that because of the lack of registered nurses in the public hospital sector.   
In nursing homes, both the Government and the proprietors of nursing homes are relying more and more on 
carers.  Although carers play a vital role, they do not provide the same safe standard and level of nursing care as 
do registered and enrolled nurses.  To address the need to provide a safe standard and level of care, the minister 
could bring these carers under the jurisdiction of the Nurses Board of Western Australia, so that people who 
become carers could progress to become enrolled or registered nurses or, when the new legislation is passed, 
nurse practitioners.  The Government has the ability to ensure that the carers being put into Shenton Park 
Rehabilitation Hospital and Royal Perth and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospitals provide safe standards of care.  
Carers are being used more and more, not because the hospitals want to replace registered nurses with carers but 
because, in their own words, having an extra pair of hands is better than not having any.  Hospitals are looking 
for an extra pair of hands because the minister has not done anything about the workloads order.  It is almost 
nine months since that issue was raised and the minister has still not addressed that problem.  He makes 
statements in this House that the Government supports nurses, yet the minister is not supporting nurses or the 
community.  He has not shown compassion for the community.  He is not worried about our elderly citizens.  He 
is not worried about the members of our community who go into public hospitals.  This over-reliance on carers 
means that patients do not receive a safe standard of care.  The Government should meet the promises it made at 
the last election.  

MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine - Minister for Health) [9.51 am]:  It has been adequately demonstrated in the past 
20 months that this Government stands up for nurses.  In fact, this Government has given a strict direction to the 
Department of Health to make sure that nurses are an absolute priority.  If the member for Alfred Cove wants 
any better demonstration of that, The Australian of 9 September contained an article that quoted the State 
Secretary of the Australian Nursing Federation, Mark Olson.  Mark and I do not always see eye to eye, but both 
of us are passionate about making sure that the nursing profession is recognised in this State.  Both of us carry a 
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flame for the nursing profession in this State.  In that article, Mr Olson said that the 13.5 per cent pay rise and 
better conditions for state nurses was - 

. . . “the best deal offered to nurses over the past decade”.  

I rest my case.  

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Alfred Cove!   

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I make no apologies for the advertising campaign.  First, the campaign shows that the 
community and Government of this State value nurses.  We value the profession and the development of that 
profession.  I was proud yesterday to introduce for the first time in this House the nurse practitioner legislation.  
The Bill still has a stage to go.  I spent most of yesterday morning with my wife at the women’s health centre in 
Midland.  I met a wonderful person by the name of Lyla Elliott, who is well known to this House.  She was 
absolutely over the moon that much of what was in legislation that she introduced in this House something like 
20 years ago, and which was soundly defeated by the Liberal coalition at that time, is now in the nurse 
practitioner legislation, which, for the first time, will give nurses a clear path forward.  In answering a question 
from the member for Murdoch, I was extremely pleased to hear the kind of support for the legislation that he 
indicated from members on his side of the House.  I was also pleased yesterday to see the range of support that is 
now being given to this type of legislation.  I reiterate that this legislation is not about doctors but is about first-
class nursing.   

I will quickly talk about aged care.  Contrary to the member for Alfred Cove’s comments, all aged care nurses, 
many of whom still work in the public system, receive the same pay rates and conditions that every other nurse 
in the public system receives.  I agree with the member for Alfred Cove that people in the aged care industry do 
not currently receive the same benefits.  I would welcome any move by the member for Alfred Cove to 
champion that cause, particularly with the federal Government, which seven years ago took over the 
responsibility for aged care in Australia.  Three or four years ago the federal Government put in place an 
accreditation program that did not contain any provision for capitalisation or the extra beds that it dumped on 
providers.  At the end of the day those nurses deserve the same money as that which is paid to public health 
nurses.  Nurses who currently work in the aged care industry have no reason to undertake refresher or 
registration courses.  They are already registered.  They do not need to do that.  

Several members interjected. 

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Alfred Cove!  Interjections are bad enough, but conversations between 
members who are not involved in the grievance are totally unacceptable and, frankly, are a pain.  
Mr R.C. KUCERA:  Thank you, Mr Speaker.  In addition, training courses have been offered through the aged 
care industry council that the Government set up.  Training has been provided on behalf of some private 
providers to a number of people who work in the aged care industry.  The other day I met representatives of 
private hospitals and assured them that if the Government had the capacity to assist with retraining, it would.  
Every person we place in the private system is one person whom we do not have to worry about getting dragged 
out of the public system.   
I make no apologies for saying that this Government now pays public hospital nurses the best rates for nurses in 
the State.  For goodness sake, nurses in this State suffered for eight years under the previous Government.  I will 
not apologise for that.  I agree with Mark Olson - this is the best deal that has been offered to nurses for a 
decade.  Neither the Government nor I as minister will back away from that.  What has been said this morning is 
nonsense.  I talk up nursing at every opportunity that I get.  I am proud to talk to nurses.  I visit hospitals 
virtually every day of the week to support nurses.  Instead of reading articles on crikey.com.au every night, the 
member for Nedlands should watch the television adverts and see the emphasis that has been put on the value of 
nurses.   
Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Nedlands!  

Mr R.C. KUCERA:  I will not apologise for what the Government is doing for nurses because, at the end of the 
day, they made those advertisements.  They made sure that the adverts depicted their profession.  I have listened 
to the carping of the member for Alfred Cove today.  She does no service to the nurses of this State.  In fact, she 
has put them down once again.   

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


